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ANTI-­BIOGRAPHY	
  OF	
  A	
  NATION	
  BY	
  FABRIZIO	
  GIFUNI:	
  
Can	
  Present-­day	
  Italy	
  Be	
  Reproduced	
  by	
  Means	
  of	
  Theatre?	
  

	
  
	
  
	
   Under	
  the	
  title	
  Anti-­Biography	
  of	
  a	
  Nation	
  Fabrizio	
  Gifuni,	
  an	
  Italian	
  theatre	
  and	
  film	
  actor,	
  has	
  

collected	
   a	
   couple	
   of	
   theatre	
   productions,	
   respectively	
   called	
   ‘Na	
   specie	
   de	
   cadavere	
   lunghissimo	
  

(Something	
   like	
  a	
  very	
   long	
  corpse,	
   texts	
   from	
  Pier	
   Paolo	
   Pasolini	
   and	
  Giorgio	
   Somalvico,	
   2004)	
   and	
  

L’ingegner	
  Gadda	
  va	
  alla	
  guerra,	
  o	
   la	
   tragica	
   istoria	
  di	
  Amleto	
  Pirobutirro	
   (Gadda	
  goes	
   to	
  war,	
  or	
   the	
  

tragic	
  history	
  of	
  Hamlet	
  Pirobutirro,	
   texts	
   from	
  Carlo	
  Emilio	
  Gadda	
   and	
  William	
  Shakespeare,	
   2010).	
  

Gifuni	
  is	
  the	
  author	
  and	
  the	
  only	
  player	
  of	
  the	
  two	
  shows	
  which,	
  as	
  he	
  says,	
  were	
  born	
  «from	
  the	
  desire	
  

to	
   compose	
   a	
   big	
   tale	
   about	
   the	
   transformations	
   of	
   our	
  nation.	
  About	
  what	
  we	
  were,	
  what	
  we	
  have	
  

become	
  or	
  what,	
  after	
  all,	
  we	
  have	
  always	
  been.	
  […]	
  The	
  result,	
  some	
  years	
  later,	
  is	
  a	
  double	
  glance	
  –	
  

cruel	
  and	
  inescapable	
  –	
  on	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  Twentieth-­‐Century	
  Italy».	
  

	
   I	
  argue	
  that	
  Anti-­Biography	
  of	
  a	
  Nation	
  is	
  a	
  strong	
  attempt	
  to	
  give	
  rise	
  to	
  that	
  form	
  of	
  political	
  

theatre	
  which	
  was	
  called	
  “Teatro	
  di	
  Parola”	
  (literally	
  “Word	
  Theatre”)	
  by	
  Pasolini	
  in	
  1968.	
  In	
  Pasolini’s	
  

opinion	
   the	
   actor	
   of	
   this	
   kind	
   of	
   theatre	
   «should	
   base	
   his	
   success	
   on	
   the	
   ability	
   to	
   […]	
   make	
   his	
  

thoughts	
   transparent:	
   the	
   more	
   the	
   spectator	
   who	
   is	
   listening	
   to	
   him	
   will	
   understand	
   that	
   he	
   has	
  

understood	
  the	
  text	
  he	
  is	
  reciting,	
  the	
  more	
  he	
  will	
  be	
  judged	
  as	
  a	
  good	
  actor».	
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